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Week Ending Friday, December 20, 1985 


Tax Reform / Nicaragua 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
December 14, 1985 





My fellow Americans: 

I have two subjects to speak about today. 
First, taxes. I think you know how strongly I 
want to improve our unfair and complicat- 
ed tax code. A problem that’s grown so 
monstrous over the years isn’t easy to cor- 
rect. But we’re on the edge of a break- 
through that can bring personal income tax 
rates down to the lowest level in ove: 50 
years. 

This past week the House began final 
consideration of crucial reform legislation, 
but because of a parliamentary impasse, the 
House was unable to vote. Unless it’s over- 
turned, the result can only be a defeat for 
all Americans, who know taxes are too high 
and the system is hopelessly unfair. 

Today I'd like to make a personal request 
of the House of Representatives. You have 
the opportunity to provide the relief mil- 
lions of Americans demand. If, together, Re- 
publicans and Democrats would agree to a 
format for considering this vote, I believe 
there will be sufficient bipartisan support 
for tax reform to pass. This is one time poli- 
tics must be put aside on both sides of the 
aisle. There are ways to permit this much- 
needed reform to go forward. There are 
ample excuses for not going forward; there 
will be no justification if it does not. 

Now, I must address recent disturbing 
events in a country close to our borders— 
the Communist dictatorship in Nicaragua. 
Nicaragua today is an imprisoned nation. It 
is a nation condemned to unrelenting cruel- 
ty by a clique cf very cruel men—by a dic- 
tator in designer glasses and his comrades, 
drunk with power and all its brutal applica- 
tions. They stripped the Nicaraguan people 
of their rights by a state decree last October 
15th, yet that decree only made official, 
and by their reckoning permissible, the 
theft of liberty that took place years ago. 


No institution more deeply embodies or 
glorifies or seeks to perfect the moral and 
spiritual goodness of man than the church 
in all of its denominations. Yet in Nicaragua, 
the church is the enemy. Protestant minis- 
ters and lay people have been arrested, in- 
terrogated, and tormented at secret police 
headquarters; some forced to stand naked 
in very cold rooms for long periods. A tiny 
population of Jews was bullied and driven 
out. 

Cardinal Obando y Bravo, a great hero of 
truth and courage, is prevented from speak- 
ing freely to his flock. The state police have 
expelled foreign priests and drafted semi- 
narians, who are virtual prisoners in the 
Sandinistas’ armed forces. 

And the Catholic Church’s newspaper has 
been seized and Radio Catolica censored, 
sometimes shut down entirely. The same 
dictators who insulted Pope John Paul II 
also stopped Radio Catolica from broadcast- 
ing a letter from the Pope and this beati- 
tude: “Blessed are those who are persecut- 
ed for righteousness sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of Heaven.” The truth is, these 
men are nothing but thugs, a gang of hard- 
core Communists to whom the word of God 
is a declaration of liberation that must be 
stamped out. 

Their denial of rights, their trampling of 
human dignity, their wrecking of an econo- 
my with suffocating socialist controls—all 
hurt and deeply offend us. But there’s a 
cause for deeper concern: the spectre of 
Nicaragua transformed into an international 
aggressor nation, a base for subversion and 
terror. 

Some 3,000 Cuban military personnel 
now lead and advise the Nicaraguan forces 
down to the smallest combat units. The 
Cubans fly the Soviet assault helicopters 
that gun down Nicaraguan freedom fight- 
ers. Over 7,000 Cubans, Soviets, East Ger- 
mans, Bulgarians, Libyans, PLO, and other 
bloc and terror groups are turning Managua 
into a breeding ground for subversion. A 
delegation of Nicaraguans is now in Iran. 
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Nicaragua’s border violations against Hon- 
duras and Costa Rica continue. And Nicara- 
gua’s connection with the recent terrorist 
attack against Colombia’s Supreme Court is 
now clear. 

What are we to do about such aggres- 
sions? What are we to do about Cuba’s will- 
ful disregard of the 1962 Kennedy-Khru- 
shchev understanding of which President 
Kennedy said, “. . . if Cuba is not used for 
the export of aggressive Communist pur- 
poses, there will be peace in the Caribbe- 
an.”? 

Well, the answer is: more than we're 
doing now. If Nicaragua can get material 
support from Communist states and terror- 
ist regimes and prop up a hated Communist 
dictatorship, should not the forces fighting 
for liberation, now numbering over 20,000, 
be entitled to more effective help in their 
struggle for freedom? 

Yes, and to reinforce this message, I sent 
my new national security adviser, John 
Poindexter, this week to visit the Central 
American democracies and make clear our 
commitment to a democratic outcome in 
Nicaragua. Those who struggle for freedom 
look to America. If we fail them in their 
hour of need, we fail ourselves as the last, 
best hope of liberty. 

Until next week, thanks for listening. God 
bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 


Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation 





Remarks at a Dinner for the Board of 
Governors. December 14, 1985 





I have been quite surprised in the last 
few moments, and every bit of show busi- 
ness instinct in me tells me I ought to keep 
my mouth shut and sit down. [Laughter] 

But Nancy and I want to thank all of you 
for being here tonight and tell you how 
grateful we are for your kind efforts on 
behalf of the foundation. Paul Laxalt men- 
tioned the other day how fitting it was that 
so many old friends there from the begin- 
ning should be associated with a project 
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that someday will mark the formal end to 8 
years of government, though we pray not 
an end to the idea and principles for which 
we stood. 

Now, like the good chairman that he is, I 
think Paul also said something about creat- 
ing a proper mood for fundraising. Entre- 
preneurial leverage, I think he called it. 
[Laughter] Shame on you, Paul. [Laughter] 
You’re talking bureaucratese. That’s a lan- 
guage peculiar to Washington, and there 
are no interpreters of it. 

Let me give you an example. Some of 
you have heard this before, but I’m going to 
tell it anyway. One day early in my first 
term a native bureaucrat stood in front of 
my desk and said, “Action-oriented orches- 
tration of meaningful indigenous decision- 
making dialog, focusing on multilinked 
problem complexes, can maximize the vital 
thrust toward nonalienated and viable 
urban infrastructure.” [Laughter] Now, 
that’s pure basic bureaucratese. So, I took a 
chance and said, “Well, why don’t we try 
busing,” and hoped he’d go away. [Laugh- 
ter] 

But I look out here tonight and I see so 
many old friends. I'm gravely tempted to 
reminisce. I could tell a few stories that I 
think would interest future historians, but 
there isn’t time for that this evening, except 
to say the moments that we’ve spent to- 
gether are locked away forever in our 
memory and our hearts. Nancy and I want 
you to know that we looked forward to this 
dinner for a special reason: We thought this 
a particularly good time to extend our 
thanks, first, because of the season—and we 
wanted to share the joy of it with you—and 
second, through this foundation you are 
helping to guide future generations of 
Americans to a deeper appreciation of our 
nation’s past. 

Now, in that film you just saw, I men- 
tioned how living in the White House can 
overwhelm you with a sense of the past—so 
many events, so many Presidents. I know 
all of you share this sentiment and this at- 
tachment to history, so I think we are here 
for a good cause and a noble work. But I 
can assure you in one century or ten, schol- 
ars and students looking through these 
records will find an anecdote of heart or 
humor or a detail of warmth and wit that 
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will not so much tell the story of one man’s 
Presidency as the story of an entire people, 
a good and generous people, proud of their 
heritage of freedom, determined that 
America shall be, as it was said on that tiny 
ship the Arabella, off the Massachusetts 
coast some three centuries ago, “A light 
unto the nations, a shining city on a hill.” 

And, you know, what we’ve done as 
friends and fellow citizens to keep faith 
with those who came before us, those who 
won for us the blessings of liberty, is at the 
heart of our purpose here this evening. 
Have we had some success? Well, I believe 
we have. But we haven’t won all the bat- 
tles. Just these last few days we lost a skir- 
mish, but the battle goes on. And it’s the 
nature of this battle, and the other battles 
in these last 5 years, that has changed. 
We're no longer the embattled few trying 
to stem the tide of ever-increasing govern- 
ment growth, fighting to halt the adoption 
of new programs and the increase of gov- 
ernment interference in the people’s lives. 
No, today the debate has switched; it’s over 
how much government should be reduced, 
which programs should be eliminated, and 
how best to make government less intrusive 
in people’s lives and less costly. 

You know, in a play some years ago called 
“Benjamin Franklin in Paris,” Franklin sits 
alone in the final act and wonders what he 
would find if after 200 years: “I, too, should 
rise up and stand once more on Pennsylva- 
nia land and walk and talk and breathe the 
free air. For I know in my heart it will be 
free. I know it—I know it even now. What 
a dream. Two hundred years, and I 
wonder—I wonder how I should find them 
then, those Americans to whom the name 
‘American’ will not be new. Will they love 
liberty, being given it outright in the crib 
for nothing? And will they know that if you 
are not free, you are, sir, lost without hope? 
And will they who reap this harvest of ideas 
be willing to strive to preserve them as we 
so willingly strove to plant them—that all 
men are created equal and that they are 
endowed by their creator with certain in- 
alienable rights.” 

Well, the ham in me makes me think I 
would have loved to have had a speech like 
that in a theatrical production. But I think 


old Ben, were he to make such a visit, 
might be a little proud of what he would 
find. And he might even have a word or 
two of praise for what the American people 
have achieved. It is those inalienable rights 
that were threatened not too long ago. And 
tonight I believe they’re safe, made so by 
we, the people. 

My every instinct is to turn to you for 
answers to our problems, and you have 
always responded. As long as I’m here, Ill 
turn to you. 

In one of the Geneva meetings, I spoke of 
having read the constitutions of a number 
of countries, including that of the Soviet 
Union. And in each, the government enu- 
merated the privileges granted to the citi- 
zenry. For the most part, they were very 
much the same as the privileges that we 
take for granted here. But I pointed out to 
the General Secretary that there was one 
difference between those other constitu- 
tions and curs, a difference that’s often 
overlooked and yet a difference so great 
that it tells the entire story. Those other 
constitutions are grants to the people by 
government; our Constitution says we the 
people grant to government the following 
powers and government shall have no 
power or privilege that is not granted in 
that document by we, the people. 

This administration, which you have so 
generously helped, has one guiding thought. 
I have said it very often to the people sur- 
rounding me in the administration. That 
guiding thought is, when we start talking 
about government as “we” instead of 
“they,” we’ve been here too long. 

For that, and for helping through this 
foundation to record a part of the American 
saga, Nancy and I extend to you tonight our 
heartfelt thanks and wish you the best of 
the season and a joyous New Year. 

Thank you all more than I can say, and 
God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:01 p.m. in 
the Main Ballroom of the Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel. 
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“Christmas in Washington” Celebration 


Remarks at a Benefit Concert for the 
Children’s Hospital National Medical 
Center. December 15, 1985 








Nancy and I are delighted that so many 
have lent their talents tonight to help bene- 
fit the Children’s Hospital National Medical 
Center here in Washington. 


On occasions like this, our thoughts reach 
back to that day 1,985 years ago in Bethle- 
hem. Tom, I hope you won't feel like I’m 
horning in on your profession, but I’d like 
to read a contemporary news account of 
that event 2,000 years ago: 


“And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the 
angel of the Lord came upon them and the 
glory of the Lord showed ‘round them, and 
they were sore afraid. And the angel said 
unto them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is born this day 
in the City of David a Savior, which is 
Christ the Lord.’” 


So, it’s appropriate that in the Christmas 
season we honor the little children. Like 
the Savior who first appeared in this world 
a helpless infant, our children, in their vul- 
nerability, innocence, and trust, carry the 
light of the world in their hearts. 


With our children, we literally hold the 
future in our arms. Let us follow the better 
angels of our nature and come to see this 
thing which the Lord has made known to 
us in the spirit of every little child. 


Let me read a little more of that news 
account: 


“*And this shall be a sign unto you,’ the 
angel said to the shepherds. ‘Ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was 
with the angel, a multitude of the heavenly 
hosts, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth, peace, 
good will toward men.’” 


Thank you again for all that you’ve done 
for the Children’s Hospital. Let us find 
comfort and joy in our children and with 
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them pray for peace on Earth and good will 
toward men. 
Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at 
the National Building Museum. 

Tom Brokaw, ABC News correspondent, 
hosted the concert and introduced the Presi- 
dent. 


Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Boy 
Scouts of America, 1985 





Proclamation 5421. December 15, 1985 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The Boy Scouts of America, our Nation’s 
largest organization for young people, has 
served our youth since 1910. Thanks to 
dedicated adult volunteers, more than 70 
million young people have learned Scout- 
ing’s lessons of patriotism, courage, and self- 
reliance over the past 75 years, and millions 
more have benefited from the service, in- 
spiration, and leadership of the Boy Scouts. 

Former Scouts have gone on to become 
leaders in all fields, including business, edu- 
cation, and government. The values they 
learned through Scouting have given them 
the confidence to make ethical choices and 
to realize their full potential as active and 
responsible citizens. 

America’s young people have always been 
treasured as our most precious resource. 
Since Scouting has had a strong positive in- 
fluence on young people, it has played a 
vital role in shaping America’s future. The 
Boy Scouts have clearly shown that it is 
possible to innovate while remaining faith- 
ful to their original principles. I am confi- 
dent that they will continue to play an im- 
portant role in American society for many 
years to come, molding our youth with pro- 
grams that build confidence and compe- 
tence, and instilling in them principles that 
can guide them through their lives. 

The Congress of the United States, by 
House Joint Resolution 159, has designated 
the year 1985 as the “75th Anniversary of 
the Boy Scouts of America” and has author- 
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ized and requested the President to issue a 
proclamation to commemorate this event. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the year 1985 as the Sev- 
enty-fifth Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of 
America. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-five, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and tenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:27 p.m., December 16, 1985] 


Note: The text of the proclamation was re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on December 16. 


Ft. Campbell, Kentucky 





Remarks at a Memorial Service for Victims 


of the 101st Airborne Who Died in an 
Airplane Crash. December 16, 1985 





We are here, in the name of the Ameri- 
can people—the passing of American sol- 
diers killed as they returned from difficult 
duty abroad is marked by our presence 
here. 

At this point the dimensions of the trage- 
dy are known to almost every person in the 
country. Most of the young men and 
women we mourn were returning to spend 
the holidays with their families. They were 
full of happiness and laughter as they 
pushed off from Cairo, and those who saw 
them at their last stop spoke of how they 
were singing Christmas carols. They were 
happy; they were returning to kith and kin. 

And then the terrible crash, the flags low- 
ered to halfstaff, and the muffled sobs, and 
we wonder: How this could be? How could 
it have happened, and why? We wonder at 
the stark tragedy of it all, the enormity of 
the lost. For lost were not only the 248 but 
all of the talent, the wisdom, and the ideal- 
ism that they had accumulated; lost too 
were their experience and their enormous 
idealism. 


Who else but an idealist would choose to 
become a member of the Armed Forces 
and put himself or herself in harm’s way for 
the rest of usP Who but the idealist would 
go to hard duty in one of the most troubled 
places of the world and go not as a matter 
of conquest, but as a force that existed to 
keep the peace? 

Some people think of members of the 
military as only warriors, fierce in their 
martial expertise. But the men and women 
we mourn today were peacemakers. They 
were there to protect life and preserve a 
peace, to act as a force for stability and 
hope and trust. Their commitment was as 
strong as their purpose was pure. And they 
were proud. They had a rendezvous with 
destiny and a potential they never failed to 
meet. 

Their work was a perfect expression of 
the best of the Judeo-Christian tradition. 
They were the ones of whom Christ spoke 
when He said, “Blessed are the peacemak- 
ers: for. they shall be called the children of 
God.” 

Tragedy is nothing new to mankind, but 
somehow it’s always a surprise, never loses 
its power to astonish. Those of us who did 
not lose a brother or a son or daughter or 
friend or father are shaken nonetheless. 
And we all mourn with you. We cannot 
fully share the depth of your sadness, but 
we pray that the special power of this 
season will make its way into your sad 
hearts and remind you of some old joys. 
Remind you of the joy it was to know these 
fine young men and women; the joy it was 
to witness the things they said and the jokes 
they played, the kindnesses they did, and 
how they laughed. 

You were part of that, and you who 
mourn were a part of them. And just as you 
think today of the joy they gave you, think 
for a moment of the joy you gave them and 
be glad. For love is never wasted; love is 
never lost. Love lives on and sees us 
through sorrow. From the moment love is 
born, it is always with us, keeping us aloft in 
the time of flooding and strong in the time 
of trial. 

You do not grieve alone. We grieve as a 
nation, together, as together we say good- 
bye to those who died in the service of 
their country. 
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In life they were our heroes, in death our 
loved ones, our darlings. They were happy 
and singing, and they were right: They 
were going home. 

And so, we pray: Receive, O Lord, into 
your heavenly kingdom the men and 
women of the 101st Airborne, the men and 
women of the great and fabled Screaming 
Eagles. They must be singing now, in their 
joy, flying higher than mere man can fly 
and as flights of angels take them to their 
rest. 

I know that there are no words that can 
make your pain less or make your sorrow 
less painful. How I wish there were. But of 
one thing we can be sure—as a poet said of 
other young soldiers in another war—they 
will never grow old, they wili always be 
young. And we know one thing with every 
bit of our thinking: They are now in the 
arms of God. 

God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:38 a.m. at 
Ft. Campbell Army Air Field to family 
members and friends of the victims. 


United States-China Nuclear 
Cooperation Agreement 





Statement on Signing S.J. Res. 238 Into 
Law. December 16, 1985 





I am pleased to sign into law today SJ. 
Res. 238, in which the Congress states that 
it favors the agreement for peaceful nuclear 
cooperation between the United States and 
the People’s Republic of China, which I 
transmitted to Congress on July 24, 1985. 
The agreement will have a significant, posi- 
tive effect on the relations between the 
United States and the People’s Republic of 
China and will lead to a continuing dialog 
with China on important nuclear energy 
and nonproliferation matters. It will further 
U.S. nonproliferation and other foreign 
policy interests. I therefore welcome the 
Congress’ support for the agreement. 

Since I submitted the agreement without 
exempting it from any requirement in sec- 
tion 123(a) of the Atomic Energy Act, no 
affirmative legislation was required to 
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permit the agreement to be brought into 
force efter the legally stipulated time peri- 
ods for congressional review had been com- 
pleted. The agreement may therefore be 
brought into force at that time in accord- 
ance with the procedure set forth in article 
10 of the agreement. 

The joint resolution does require a one- 
time certification and a one-time report 
before exports to China under the agree- 
ment may commence. It assigns exclusively 
to the President the responsibility to review 
the matters to be certified to and to decide 
whether the certification may be made. 
Three matters must be certified: (1) that the 
arrangements for visits and exchanges of in- 
formation made pursuant to article 8 of the 
agreement are, as called for by this article 
itself, designed to be effective in ensuring 
that nuclear exports under the agreement 
are used solely for intended peaceful pur- 
poses; (2) that, after examining all informa- 
tion available to the United States Govern- 
ment, including any additional information 
that China has provided, nuclear exports to 
China are not precluded under section 
129(2) of the Atomic Energy Act; and (3) 
that the obligation to consider favorably a 
request to carry out activities described in 
article 5(2) of the agreement does not preju- 
dice the decision of the United States to 
approve or disapprove such a request. In 
addition, the joint resolution requires a 
report on Chinese nonproliferation policies 
and practices before exports commence. 

The joint resolution also states that U.S. 
exports are subject to U.S. laws and regula- 
tions in effect at the time of export. This is 
a restatement of existing U.S. law and does 
not conflict with any obligations undertaken 
by the United States under the agreement. 
Finally, the joint resolution contains a sec- 
tion intended to ensure that the provisions 
in the China agreement that are textually 
different from provisions of the type con- 
tained in other U.S. peaceful nuclear coop- 
eration agreements will not be the starting 
point for future nuclear cooperation agree- 
ment negotiations with other countries. 

This joint resolution serves our interests 
in promoting peaceful nuclear cooperation 
and a nonproliferation dialog with China. 
For this reason, I have decided to sign the 
joint resolution. 
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I appreciate the efforts of Senators Lugar 
and Cranston and Representatives Fascell, 
Broomfield, Bonker, Solarz, as well as 
others, in developing a joint resolution text 
that both the administration and the Con- 
gress could accept. 

I understand that an amendment relating 
to the U.S.-China peaceful nuclear coopera- 
tion agreement is currently under consider- 
ation in the conference on the continuing 
resolution. I strongly object to that amend- 
ment. 


Note: As enacted, S.J. Res. 238 is Public Law 
99-183, approved December 16. 


National Drunk and Drugged Driving 
Awareness Week 





Remarks at a White House Ceremony. 
December 16, 1985 





Secretary Dole, ladies and gentlemen, 
good afternoon, and welcome to the Old 
Executive Office Building. You know, I can 
remember when it was the “New” Execu- 
tive Office Building—{/aughter|—the car- 
riage entrance. [Laughter] But it’s an honor 
to welcome you all here during this Nation- 
al Drunk and Drugged Driving Awareness 
Week, a week when Americans throughout 
the country will reflect upon an urgent and 
worthy cause—the battle against drunk 
driving. 

Year in and year out, drunk driving levies 
its gruesome toll upon our nation. Every 12 
months, it kills some 25,000 Americans— 
one death every 20 minutes, 70 a day, 500 a 
week. Every 12 months, drunk and drugged 
driving injures some 700,000. Every 12 
months, it accounts for more than $20 bil- 
lion in medical costs, insurance payments, 
and lost production. 

For young people from 16 to 24, drunk 
and drugged driving represents now the 
leading cause of death. Indeed, if a foreign 
power dij4 to America what drunk drivers 
do in just a single day, we would consider it 


an act of war. And to their credit, millions 
of Americans have done just that, including 
you—gone to war against drunk driving. 

Today in America we have people like 
Secretary Dole, who is doing all within her 
power to make our highways safer. We 
have people like Jim Aducci, the Chairman 
of the National Commission on Drunk Driv- 
ing, and John Volpe, the Chairman of the 
Presidential Commission on Drunk Driving, 
who are devoting untold hours of their time 
to studying the problem with a view to rec- 
ommending specific solutions. Perhaps most 
important, we have people like Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving, and thousands of 
others like them—everyday Americans, 
mothers and fathers, teachers and students, 
who are, frankly, fed up with drunk driving 
and absolutely determined to bring it to an 
end. 

The progress has been encouraging. 
During our administration, fatalities from 
drunk driving have fallen to their lowest 
point in more than two decades. And be- 
tween 1980 and 1984, the number of fatally 
injured drunk drivers dropped from 14,000 
to 11,000, a decrease of 24 percent. The use 
of seat belts, the best defense against drunk 
drivers, is up. 

Concern through the country, moreover, 
has led to the passage of important new 
laws. Today we have child safety seat laws 
in all 50 States and the District of Colum- 
bia. And a year-and-a-half ago, it was my 
honor to sign into law a measure encourag- 
ing a uniform drinking age of 21 across the 
country. And I’m pleased to be able to tell 
you that 37 States have adopted the law 
and that efforts are afoot to raise the drink- 
ing age in still more States. I’m sure you'll 
agree there’s no measure more vital to the 
safety and well-being of our young people. 

Pt perhaps the most effective work 
against drunk driving has involved not gov- 
ernment, but private, volunteer efforts, ef- 
forts like the seminars sponsored by Moth- 
ers Against Drunk Driving and the work of 
student groups to reduce drunk driving 
among young people. Today I’m pleased to 
announce a new private sector initiative 
that I know you'll find inspiring. 
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Jerry Sacks is the president of the Capital 
Centre sports arena here in the Washington 
area. Some time ago, Jerry realized that 
fans at sports events often need to be re- 
minded not to drink and then drive home. 
So, Jerry founded TEAM, Techniques of Ef- 
fective Alcohol Management. And under 
the TEAM plan, those who sell drinks at the 
Capital Centre put up banners and wear 
buttons that urge their customers not to 
drink and drive. And during the game, 
more reminders are flashed across the 
scoreboard. The whole atmosphere in the 
stadium is transformed into one that en- 
courages not only enjoyment but safety. 


Now, TEAM is going national. In an 
effort supported by David Stern, the com- 
missioner of the National Basketball Associa- 
tion, the International Association of Audi- 
torium Managers, the National Automobile 
Dealers’ Association, the GEICO Insurance 
Company, CBS, and the Department of 
Transportation—six major arenas will join 
the TEAM plan, which has worked so well 
here in the Nation’s Capital. Beginning to- 
night, moreover, CBS will air public service 
announcements during their broadcasts of 
NBA games. These announcements will fea- 
ture basketball stars, including one of my 
favorites, Magic Johnson, of the Los Angeles 
Lakers. All told, this new team effort will 
reach millions, and it’s just getting started. 


To Jerry Sacks and to all of you who’ve 
worked so hard to bring TEAM into being, 
my congratulations. This holiday season, as 
American families gather from around the 
country, they'll be able to drive on roads 
that are safer than they used to be, and 
getting safer still. Everyone in this room has 
helped to make that possible. 


And now, at the beginning of National 
Drunk and Drugged Driving Awareness 
Week, I want to give you—and I think on 
behalf of an awful lot of people—my heart- 
felt thanks. And just thank you for what 
you're doing, and God bless you. Thank 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:36 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. 
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Wright Brothers Day, 1985 





Proclamation 5422. December 17, 1985 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


From the time the first human being 
glimpsed the first bird, the dream of flight 
has captivated the human imagination. The 
great Leonardo da Vinci sketched elaborate 
designs for flying machines, and the poet 
Tennyson had a vision of the heavens filled 
with commerce and “argosies of magic 

But it was not until early in this century 
that the remarkable ingenuity and dogged 
determination of two young Americans fi- 
nally made that dream come true. On a 
sandy strip of the North Carolina coast on 
the morning of December 17, 1903, Orville 
Wright, then 32, made the first piloted 
power-driven flight in a heavier-than-air ve- 
hicle. He did it in a 750-pound machine 
designed and built by him and his older 
brother, Wilbur. It was the culmination of 
four years of intensive research by the two 
inseparable brothers whose talents and tem- 
perament complemented each other per- 
fectly. 

That first conquest of the sky lasted only 
12 seconds and took Orville only 120 feet, 
far less than the wingspan of today’s great 
jets. But it changed forever the course of 
human history. 

The lives of the Wright Brothers reveal a 
quintessentially American success story. 
Their father first sparked their interest in 
flight when he gave them a toy helicopter 
powered by rubber bands. Neither of these 
boys from Dayton, Ohio had ever attended 
college. Indeed, although they were bright 
students, neither ever formally graduated 
from high school. They made a living manu- 
facturing bicycles, but all their spare time 
was devoted to the conquest of the skies. 
Wilbur read everything available in the 
local library and then wrote away to the 
Smithsonian Institution for more. 

But what others had written was not 
enough. The Wright Brothers experimented 
for years with kites and gliders. They took 
detailed notes and made up tables of ratios. 
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To master the challenge of controlling their 
craft, they designed and built their own 
wind tunnel and tested hundreds of differ- 
ent wing designs in small scale models. 

For all its historic importance, only five 
people were present that fateful morning 
eight days before Christmas when Orville at 
the controls of his 12-horsepower plane 
took off into a 27-mile-per-hour wind and 
managed to stay aloft 12 seconds. Later that 
day with Wilbur piloting it, the craft cov- 
ered 852 feet in 59 seconds. 

Three years after that first flight the 
Wright Brothers were awarded U.S. Patent 
No. 821,393. They continued to pioneer de- 
velopments in flight for as long as they 
lived. Wilbur died in 1912, while jealous 
rivals were still contesting their claims to 
priority and just before the rapid develop- 
ment of aviation. But Orville, who sold the 
Wright company in 1915, served for many 
years on the National Advisory Committee 
for Aeronautics and lived to see his and his 
brother’s claim fully vindicated and univer- 
sally recognized. Before he died in 1948 the 
revolution they had set in motion was 
moving on to new achievements. Jet planes 
had broken the sound barrier and Bill 
Odum had flown around the world in just 
over 73 hours. 

That revolution continues, and America 
has stayed on its cutting edge. This year 
some 400 million passengers will fly some 
334 million miles, and almost 66 percent of 
all the aircraft they will fly on are made in 
the U.S.A. America leads in space, reaching 
the moon and beyond. And today our engi- 
neers are working on aircraft that will be 
able to travel coast to coast in 12 minutes 
and reach any point on the globe in an hour 
and a half. 

Truly, the age of flight is still young and 
its greatest achievements are yet to come, 
but we must never forget those two ex- 
traordinary young men, the Wright Broth- 
ers. Eighty-two years ago they turned an 
impossible dream into reality. 

To commemorate the historic achieve- 
ment of the Wright Brothers, the Congress, 
by joint resolution of December 17, 1963 
(77 Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 169), has designated 
the seventeenth day of December of each 
year as Wright Brothers Day and requested 
the President to issue annually a proclama- 
tion inviting the people of the United States 


to observe that day with appropriate cere- 
monies and activities. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim December 17, 1985, as 
Wright Brothers Day, 1985, and I call upon 
the people of this Nation and local and na- 
tional governmental officials to observe this 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi- 
ties, both to recall the accomplishments of 
the Wright Brothers and to provide a stimu- 
lus to aviation in this country and through- 
out the world. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventeenth day of Decem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and eighty-five, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and tenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:01 p.m., December 17, 1985] 


Funding of Government Agencies 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. 
December 17, 1985 





Although there has been no final passage 
of a continuing resolution, the administra- 
tion feels there is sufficient assurance of 
passage to warrant keeping employees on 
the job through the remainder of the day. If 
a resolution is not passed by the end of the 
legislative day, we will inform nonessential 
government employees through the news 
media not to come to work tomorrow. 


Tax Reform Legislation 





Statement by the President. 
December 17, 1985 





I want to express my heartfelt thanks to 
the bipartisan majority of Members of the 
House of Representatives who, by their 
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vote this afternoon, have allowed tax 
reform to come before the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

As heartened as I was by the vote on the 
rule, I will not relax until Congress has once 
and for all cast the final vote that will 
ensure true tax reform for the American 
people. Tonight there will be another step 
in that process. I want to urge all Members 
of both parties to send a bill on to the 
Senate, so they can finish the job when they 
return after Christmas. 


Tax Reform Legislation 





Statement by the President on Action by 
the House of Representatives. 
December 17, 1985 





Today the House of Representatives 
moved us one historic step closer toward a 
new tax code for America. I congratulate 
the Members of both parties who worked 
together to enable the long and arduous 
process of tax reform to go forward. We 
now look to the Senate to move quickly, 
and to make all necessary changes, to 
ensure chat the final bill is unequivocally 
profamily, projobs, and progrowth. 


Textile and Apparel Industries Bill 





Message to the House of Representatives 
Returning H.R. 1562 Without Approval. 
December 17, 1985 





To the House of Representatives: 

I am returning herewith without my ap- 
proval H.R. 1562. It is my firm conviction 
that the economic and human costs of such 
a bill run far too high—costs in foreign re- 
taliation against U.S. exports, loss of Ameri- 
can jobs, losses to American businesses, and 
damage to the world trading system upon 
which our prosperity depends. 

At the same time, I am well aware of the 
difficulties of the apparel, textile, copper, 
and shoe industries, and deeply sympathetic 
about the job layoffs and plant closings that 
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have affected many workers in these indus- 
tries. 

As I stated in my trade speech in Septem- 
ber, I will not stand by and watch American 
businesses fail because of unfair trading 
practices abroad. I will not stand by and 
watch American workers lose their jobs be- 
cause other nations do not play by the rules. 

I am directing Secretary of the Treasury 
Baker, as Chairman Pro Tempore of the 
Economic Policy Council, to investigate the 
import levels of textiles and apparel to de- 
termine if these imports have exceeded 
those limits agreed upon in international 
negotiations. I have directed that he report 
back to me within 60 days and recommend 
changes in existing administrative and en- 
forcement procedures, if necessary, so that 
corrective action is taken. 

Also, I am directing the Office of the 
United States Trade Representative to most 
aggressively renegotiate the Multi-Fiber Ar- 
rangement (MFA) on terms no less favor- 
able than present. Our trading partners 
must be put on notice that we will not 
allow unfair trading practices to continue. I 
am further directing Ambassador Yeutter to 
closely consult with the U.S. textile and ap- 
parel industry to ensure that their views 
will be fully represented during the negoti- 
ations. 

Finally, I have directed Secretary of 
Labor Brock to work with the Congress to 
provide an additional $100 million increase 
in funds appropriated to help retrain and 
relocate displaced workers under the Job 
Training Partnership Act. The Job Training 
Partnership Act is a more effective way 
than Trade Adjustment Assistance for the 
Secretary of Labor to target those American 
workers and geographic areas most affect- 
ed. This is the way we can best help dislo- 
cated workers—and without pitting one 
American worker against another. 

Free and fair trade policies have helped 
create nearly 9 million new jobs in the last 
3 years and given us the highest rate of 
employment in our Nation’s history. Still, 
for some workers in troubled industries, 
these are difficult times. The personal dis- 
tress of those who lose their jobs is very 
real. None of us wants to see American 
workers lose their jobs or American busi- 
nesses suffer. I pledge to you to do every- 
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thing possible to combat unfair trade prac- 
tices. But in so doing we must take wise 
and positive steps to redress wrongs. To do 
otherwise would be counterproductive. 

Unfortunately, H.R. 1562 would invite 
immediate retaliation against our exports 
resulting in a loss of American jobs in other 
areas. Because this bill is so sweeping in its 
provisions, we could expect that retaliation 
to be extensive. The United States exported 
tens of billions of dollars worth of goods to 
the countries which would be most affected 
by this measure, including approximately a 
third of our farm exports. Workers in agri- 
culture, aerospace, high-tech electronics, 
chemicals, and pharmaceuticals would be 
the first to feel the retaliatory backlash, but 
the damaging effects would soon be felt by 
every American in the form of lost jobs, 
higher prices, and shrinking economic 
growth. 

We are pursuing an aggressive trade 
policy, based on the knowledge that Ameri- 
can know-how is still number one and that 
American industry thrives on fair competi- 
tion. Where U.S. industries are hurt by 
unfair practices, we will continue to take 
vigorous actions. Where foreign trade bar- 
riers lock out U.S. exports, we will do every- 
thing in our power to knock those barriers 
down. Our philosophy will always be to in- 
crease trade, increase economic growth, 
and increase jobs. We want to open markets 
abroad, not close them at home. In a fair 
and open world market, we know that 
America can out-produce and out-compete 
anybody. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
December 17, 1985. 


Gold Bullion Coin Act of 1985 





Statement on Signing S. 1639 Into Law. 
December 17, 1985 





I have given my approval today to S. 
1639, the “Gold Bullion Coin Act of 1985.” 
I have previously indicated support for 
legislation to permit the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint and sell gold bullion coins. 
* Indeed, when I issued Executive Order No. 


12532, concerning South Africa, on Septem- 
ber 9, 1985, I specifically requested that the 
Treasury conduct a study “regarding the 
feasibility of . . . expeditiously seeking legis- 
lative authority to accomplish the goal of 
issuing such coins.” Legislation prepared 
pursuant to this directive was under review 
within the administration at the time S. 
1639 was passed by the Congress. 

Although I would have preferred that the 
Congress defer action on S. 1639 until the 
administration’s proposal could have been 
submitted and duly considered, I support 
the principal objectives of this legislation. I 
must note, however, that certain provisions 
are troublesome. Specifically, enactment of 
this legislation may raise questions about 
the willingness of the United States to 
honor its international obligations. In this 
regard, my administration will strongly sup- 
port.the prompt enactment of appropriate 
legislative clarifications, should any prove to 
be necessary. 

In addition, I am also concerned about a 
provision of this legislation that would effec- 
tively prohibit the Secretary of the Treasury 
from using gold held in the United States’ 
reserves in producing gold coins. In my 
view, this restriction denies the United 
States a potentially major source of reve- 
nue. At a time when we have committed 
ourselves to eliminating the budget deficit 
over the next several years, a limitation of 
this nature is especially unfortunate. There- 
fore, I am instructing the Department of 
the Treasury to work closely with the Con- 
gress to provide the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury with authority in minting gold coins to 
use gold from sources, including the Na- 
tion’s reserves, that the Secretary deems 
necessary or appropriate. 


Note: As enacted, S. 1639 is Public Law 99- 
185, approved December 17. 


Balanced Budget Legislation 





Remarks to Congressional Supporters of the 
Legislation. December 18, 1985 





Good morning, and welcome to the 
White House. There’s good news for the 
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American people in the paper this morning. 
Tax reform is alive and well and kicking. 
[Laughter] What’s that I heard about lame 
duckery? [Laughter] 

Congratulations are due to all of those in 
the House who worked so long and hard to 
bring us to this point. And we can now look 
forward to a lot more hard work, but today 
America can feel that a true tax reform is 
within its grasp. 

We must not disappoint the American 
people. We must move forward from here 
with all deliberate speed to pass a tax 
reform bill that will spur economic growth, 
create jobs, and give America’s families the 
long overdue tax relief that they deserve. 

In this last week, we have begun to put 
into place a solid, progrowth framework of 
lowered marginal tax rates and spending re- 
straints. And together, they promise to 
make our economy fit and trim and com- 
petitive for the future. 

Now, Phil, Warren, and Fritz, you who 
have given your names to Gramm-Rudman- 
Hollings bill, also deserve our congratula- 
tions. From now on when the public hears 
the names Gramm, Rudman, or Hollings, 
they'll think deficit reduction. And Connie 
Mack and Dick Cheney, who followed quite 
quickly in the House, you deserve our 
thanks. 

All of you here today who have given so 
much time and hard work to this bill have 
earned your country’s thanks. The Govern- 
ment gargantua has been gorging on tax- 
payer dollars for too long. We plan to get it 
slimmed down into shape by the end of the 
decade. 

For years we’ve been warning that the 
growing deficit reflects a dangerous in- 
crease in the size of government. Polls, too, 
demonstrate public concern. Now Gramm- 
Rudman-Hollings locks in a long-term com- 
mitment to lowering and eventually elimi- 
nating deficits. It’s my hope that history will 
record last week as the time when the re- 
lentless expansion of the Federal Govern- 
ment was finally halted and put into re- 
verse. 

But we can’t afford to be complacent. It’s 
going to take a lot more hard work and 
many more difficult decisions if we’re to 
live up to the promise of this moment. The 
law now puts a time limit on governmental 


overspending. It mandates a_ balanced 
budget. 

But while Gramm-Rudman-Hollings gives 
us some guidelines and directions, it doesn’t 
take us to our destination. It’s essential as 
we embark on this journey toward a bal- 
anced budget that we keep a clear sense of 
our priorities and hold our first purposes 
firmly in mind. We must not allow Gramm- 
Rudman-Hollings to become an excuse to 
avoid the tough decisions entailed in cut- 
ting back on runaway domestic spending. 

We will not only be held responsible for 
cutting the deficit; ultimately, we will be 
judged on how we reduce the deficit. Will 
we, for instance, continue to fund welfare 
for the rich? Will we continue to insist that 
low-income taxpayers subsidize programs 
for people who make 10 or 11 times as 
much money as they do? Will we fund 
wasteful pork barrel programs at the ex- 
pense of essential defense requirements? 
Will we stifle economic growth and kill off 
our new-found prosperity with a tax in- 
crease? 

Gramm-Rudman-Hollings won’t make our 
decisions any easier, but it will make our 
choices crystal clear for all to see. Last year, 
for instance, we said the United States Gov- 
ernment had no business running a rail- 
road—and running it, by the way, hundreds 
of millions of dollars in the red. We pro- 
posed eliminating Federal subsidies to 
Amtrak, but intense lobbying pressure kept 
money flowing. Next time around, no pro- 
gram will get a free ride. We can abide by 
the letter of the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings 
law and still violate its spirit. 

If we try to accomplish deficit reduction 
by tax increases or through just deep cuts in 
defense that endanger our national security, 
we will have failed in our paramount duty 
to the American people—the duty of good 
and responsible government. 

Raising taxes in order to reduce the defi- 
cit is robbing Peter to pay Paul, and Peter 
went bankrupt a long time ago. Whether 
excess spending is financed through taxes or 
borrowing, it puts a heavy burden on the 
private economy and slows the engines of 
prosperity. In fact, by slowing economic 
growth, a tax increase might well make the 
deficit bigger, not smaller. And I want you 
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all to know that when I sat at my desk in 
the Oval Office and signed Gramm- 
Rudman-Hollings, I kept my veto pen ready 
in the top drawer. It’s sitting there right 
now waiting for any tax increase that might 
come my way. 

We should also remember that when we 
passed Gramm-Rudman-Hollings, we didn’t 
absolve ourselves of our first responsibility 
as the elected representatives of this coun- 
try to provide for the national defense. The 
last thing we want to do is return our coun- 
try to the weakened, vulnerable state in 
which we found it in 1980. 

It was a stronger and reinvigorated na- 
tional defense that allowed the United 
States to move swiftly and confidently, lib- 
erating Grenada from communism and 
bringing the terrorist murderers of Leon 
Klinghoffer to justice. It was this renewed 
sense of purpose and commitment that 
gave confidence to friends and allies around 
the globe, and particularly to those strug- 
gling for freedom against Soviet-imposed 
regimes. 

And it was our determination to proceed 
with the modernization of our nuclear de- 
terrent that, «hrough Geneva, has improved 
the prospects for real arms reduction. Main- 
taining a strong national defense is not only 
our obligation to America, it’s our duty as 
the last, best hope of mankind to the cause 
of human freedom. 

I feel confident that if Congress abides by 
its already established agreement for real 
growth in defense, we can meet our nation- 
al security requirements. We will meet the 
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings targets in the 
budgets that we submit to Congress, and 
we'll do it the right way—by cutting or 
eliminating wasteful and unnecessary pro- 
grams. 

I hope that each of us will pledge to 
follow through in the spirit of Gramm- 
Rudman-Hollings to see that government 
does only that which it must do and no 
more. And I hope that we’ll all work to- 
gether to secure the deficit cutting gains 
that we make by adopting a balanced 
budget amendment to the Constitution. 

So, as I said, the real work of controlling 
Federal spending has only just begun. 
We’ve taken a dramatic step forward; let’s 
keep the momentum going. 


Thank you all for coming down here. God 
bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 


Federal Trade Commission 





Nomination of Daniel Oliver To Be a 
Commissioner, and Designation as 
Chairman. December 18, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Daniel Oliver to be a Fed- 
eral Trade Commissioner for the unexpired 
term of 7 years from September 26, 1981. 
He would succeed James C. Miller III. Upon 
his confirmation, the President will desig- 
nate him Chairman. 

Since 1983 Mr. Oliver has been serving as 
General Counsel at the Department of Ag- 
riculture. He is also a member of the Coun- 
cil of the Administrative Conference of the 
United States. Mr. Oliver was General 
Counsel at the Department of Education in 
1981-1983. He practiced law in New York 
City with the firms of Alexander & Green 
(1976-1979 and 1971-1973) and Hawkins, 
Delafield & Wood (1967-1970). He served 
as executive editor of National Review in 
1973-1976. 

Mr. Oliver graduated from Harvard Col- 
lege (A.B., 1964) and Fordham Law School 
(LL.B., 1967). He is married, has five chil- 
dren, and resides in Washington, DC. He 
was born March 10, 1939, in New York 
City. 


Christmas 1985 





Message of the President. 
December 18, 1985 





Nancy and I are pleased to share our 
warmest greetings with all Americans 
during the celebration of this Christmas 
season. 

Amid all the hubbub and hustle this time 
of year always brings, we should not forget 
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the simple beauty of that first Christmas 
long ago. Joseph and Mary, far from home 
and huddled in a place barely fit for habita- 
tion, felt the universal love that binds all 
families together and a unique awe at the 
special purpose for which God had chosen 
them. Gathering around them first the 
shepherds and later, the Magi—poor and 
rich, humble and great, native and for- 
eign—each bowed before the King whose 
dominion knows no boundaries. Above 
them was the Star, the guiding light which 
would shine down through the centuries for 
everyone seeking the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. 

In the center of all lay the infant, born in 
the shadows and straw of a stable in Bethle- 
hem, yet truly the fulfillment of ancient 
prophecies and the hope of every age to 
come. 

Today, as we celebrate the birth of Christ 
in our homes and churches, among family 
and friends, and by our many different tra- 
ditions, let us accept and share the gener- 
ous gifts of joy, peace, and love given on 
that first Christmas. May we honor them in 
our hearts and keep them through the year. 

Nancy and I pray that this Christmas will 
be a time of hope and happiness not only 
for our nation but for all people of the 
world. Merry Christmas, and God bless you. 


Ronald Reagan 


National Council on Educational 
Research 





Nomination of Joan M. Gubbins To Be a 
Member. December 18, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Joan M. Gubbins to be a 
member of the National Council on Educa- 
tional Research for a term expiring Septem- 
ber 30, 1988. This is a reappointment. 

Mrs. Gubbins is executive director of the 
Watchman Foundation in Indiana. She was 
a State senator in Indiana in 1968-1980 and 
served on the education committee (chair- 
man, 1978-1980); public safety committee 
(chairman, 1969-1974); public policy com- 
mittee; public health and welfare commit- 
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tee; and governmental affairs committee. In 
1978-1980 she was the Indiana representa- 
tive to the Education Commission on the 
States. 

She attended the University of Illinois. 
She is married, has two children, and re- 
sides in Noblesville, IN. She was born July 
2, 1929, in White Plains, NY. 


Nuclear Testing 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. 
December 19, 1985 





The Soviet Union has both publicly and 
through confidential diplomatic channels 
continued to press its proposal for a morato- 
rium on all nuclear explosions that it made 
public on July 29. 

For our part, the President has long advo- 
cated a dialog with the Soviet Union to 
arrive at the improved verification proce- 
dures necessary for any testing limitations. 
It was the President who extended an un- 
conditional invitation to Soviet experts to 
visit the U.S. nuclear test site to measure 
the yield of a U.S. nuclear test, with any 
instrumentation devices they deemed nec- 
essary. This initiative was designed with the 
hope that it might set in motion a process 
that could increase confidence and coopera- 
tion between our nations regarding limita- 
tions on nuclear testing. The U.S. would, of 
course, welcome Soviet willingness to agree 
to reciprocal visits to nuclear testing sites. 

It is through measures of this type that a 
basis could be created to develop and insti- 
tute the type of verification measures 
needed to make effectively verifiable the 
pending treaties dealing with nuclear test- 
ing, namely, the threshold test ban and 
peaceful nuclear explosions treaties. 

This is an issue, however, quite separate 
from that of a moratorium on nuclear ex- 
plosions. As we have stated many times pre- 
viously, the U.S. has learned through experi- 
ence that moratoria cannot be counted on 
to lead to the enhanced security desired. 
The Soviet Union broke a nuclear testing 
moratorium a quarter of a century ago with 
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the most intensive nuclear test series in his- 
tory—some 40 explosions over a period of 
several weeks. 

We made clear when the Soviets an- 
nounced their moratorium the reasons for 
our nuclear testing limitation policy, as well 
as for continuing the U.S. testing program. 
U.S. testing is required to ensure the con- 
tinued credibility and effectiveness of our 
deterrent, and to ensure the reliability and 
safety of the U.S. arsenal. 

While we are actively investigating tech- 
nologies that may one day make the U.S. 
less dependent on offensive nuclear weap- 
ons for our security, nuclear weapons will 
remain, for the foreseeable future, the key 
element of our deterrent. In such a situa- 
tion, where both the U.S. and our allies 
must rely upon nuclear weapons to deter 
aggression, nuclear testing will be required. 

A comprehensive test ban, however, is a 
long-term objective of the U.S. in the con- 
text of achieving broad, deep, and verifiable 
arms reductions; substantially improved 
verification capabilities; expanded confi- 
dence building measures; greater balance in 
conventional forces; and at a time when a 
nuclear deterrent is no longer as essential 
an element as currently for international se- 
curity and stability. The United States is 
currently involved in discussions with the 
Soviet Union in most of these areas. 


Generalized System of Preferences 





Letter to the Speaker of the House and the 
President of the Senate Designating Aruba 
as a Beneficiary Developing Country. 
December 19, 1985 





Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 


I am writing to inform you of my intent 
to add Aruba to the list of beneficiary de- 
veloping countries under the Generalized 
System of Preferences (GSP) Program, ef- 
fective January 1, 1986. 

Aruba will become independent of the 
Netherlands Antilles on January 1, 1986. 
The Netherlands Antilles is a GSP Benefici- 
ary and this designation will permit Aruba 
to continue to receive GSP benefits after it 
becomes independent. 


This notice is submitted in accordance 
with section 502(aX1) of the Trade Act of 
1974. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr., Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, and George 
Bush, President of the Senate. 


Board of Foreign Scholarships 





Appointment of Five Members. 
December 19, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be members of the Board of Foreign Schol- 
arships: 


Peter Miller Dawkins, of New York, for the re- 
mainder of the term expiring September 22, 
1986. He will succeed Milorad M. Drachko- 
vitch. He is managing director of Lehman 
Brothers Kuhn Loeb, Inc., in New York City. 
He graduated from the United States Military 
Academy and Princeton University (M.A., 
1969; Ph.D., 1979). He is married, has two chil- 
dren, and resides in New York City. He was 
born March 8, 1938, in Highland Park, MI. 


Forrest McDonald, of Alabama, for the term 
expiring September 22, 1988. This is a reap- 
pointment. He is professor of history at the 
University of Alabama. He graduated from the 
University of Texas at Austin (B.A., M.A., 1949; 
Ph.D., 1955). He is married, has five children, 
and resides in Coker, AL. He was born January 
7, 1927, in Orange, TX. 

James Babcock Meriwether, of South Carolina, 
for the term expiring September 22, 1988. This 
is a reappointment. He is professor of English 
at the University of South Carolina. He grad- 
uated from the University of South Carolina 
(B.A., M.A.) and Princeton University (Ph.D., 
1952). He is married, has five children, and 
resides in Columbia, SC. He was born May 8, 
1928, in Columbia, SC. 

Richard Anderson Ware, of Michigan, for the 
term expiring September 22, 1988. This is a 
reappointment. He is president emeritus and 
trustee of the Earhart Foundation in Ann 
Arbor, MI. He graduated from Lehigh Univer- 
sity (B.A., 1941) and Wayne State University 
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(M.P.A., 1943). He is married, has three chil- 
dren, and resides in Ann Arbor, MI. He was 
born November 7, 1919, in New York City. 

James Robert Whelan, of Virginia, for the term 
expiring September 22, 1988. He will succeed 
Marvin G. Kelfer. He is managing director of 
CBN News in Washington, DC. He graduated 
from Florida International University (B.A., 
1972). He has two children and resides in Ar- 
lington, VA. He was born July 27, 1933, in 
Buffalo, NY. 


National White House Conference on 
Small Business 





Appointment of Six Delegates. 
December 19, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be delegates to the National White House 
Conference on Small Business. These are 
new positions. 


Murchison B. Biggs is secretary/treasurer of 
K.M. Biggs, Inc., in Lumberton, NC. He grad- 
uated from North Carolina State University 
(B.A., B.S., 1977). He was born August 1, 1954, 
in Lumberton, NC, where he now resides. 

William E. Fletcher is president and director of 
Termiflex Corporation in Merrimack, NH. He 
attended the California Institute of Technology 
and Harvard Business School. He is married, 
has two children, and resides in Nashua, NH. 
He was born April 4, 1935, in Los Angeles, CA. 

William I. Gulliford, Jr. is president of Pilot 
Equipment Co. in Jacksonville, FL. He grad- 
uated from the University of Florida (B.S., 
1966). He is married, has four children, and 
resides in Atlantic Beach, FL. He was born 
November 18, 1943, in Deland, FL. 

Dean I. Harrison is president of Harrison Chev- 
rolet-Cadillac, Inc., in Dixon, IL. He graduated 
from the University of Illinois (B.S., 1950). He 
is married, has three children, and resides in 
Dixon, IL. He was born October 3, 1926, in 
Tama, IA. 

Larry Larison is president of Columbia Paint 
Co. in Spokane, WA. He graduated from Car- 
roll College (B.A., 1965). He is married, has two 
children, and resides in Spokane, WA. He was 
born October 17, 1940, in Chicago, IL. 

Patsy R. Williams is a partner in Rhyne Lumber 
Co. in Newport, TN. She graduated from the 
University of Tennessee (B.S., 1955). She is 
married, has three children, and resides in 
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Newport, TN. She was born April 6, 1934, in 
Asheville, NC. 


Presidential Task Force on Project 
Economic Justice 





Appointment of Three Members. 
December 19, 1985 





The ’ ‘resident today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be members of the Presidential Task Force 
on Project Economic Justice. These are new 
positions. 


John E. Carbaugh, Jr., is a partner in the law 
firm of Vance, Joyce, Carbaugh, Huang, Fields, 
and Crommelin in Washington, DC. He grad- 
uated from the University of the South (B.A., 
1967), the University of South Carolina (M.A., 
1969), Georgetown University (M.A., 1979), and 
the University of South Carolina (J.D., 1973). 
He is married, has two children, and resides in 
Alexandria, VA. He was born September 4, 
1945, in Greenville, SC. 


Howard J. Wiarda is resident scholar and direc- 
tor of the Center for Hemispheric Studies at 
the American Enterprise Institute. He graduat- 
ed from the University of Miami (B.A., 1961) 
and the University of Florida (M.A., 1962; 
Ph.D., 1965). He is married, has three children, 
and resides in Amherst, MA. He was born No- 
vember 30, 1939, in Grosse Pointe, MI. 


Keith Leonard Miceli is director, Latin Ameri- 
can Affairs, and executive vice president of the 
Association of American Chambers of Com- 
merce in Latin America, U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. He graduated from Fordham Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1965) and Tulane University 
(M.A., 1968). He is married, has three children, 
and resides in Reston, VA. He was born March 
29, 1943, in New London, CT. 


Pacific Salmon Commission 





Appointment of Four U.S. Commissioners. 
December 19, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be United States Commissioners on the 
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United States Section of the Pacific Salmon 
Commission (U.S. and Canada). 


Don W. Collingsworth, to serve for a term of 4 
years. He is currently the commissioner of the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game in 
Juneau, AK. He graduated from California 
State University at Sonoma (B.A., 1970) and the 
University of California at Davis (M.S., 1972). 
He is married, has two children, and resides in 
Juneau, AK. He was born June 9, 1941, in 
Glendale, CA. 

David A. Colson, to serve for a term of 4 years. 
He is Assistant Legal Adviser for Oceans for 
International Environmental and Scientific Af- 
fairs, Office of the Legal Adviser, Department 
of State. He graduated from California State, 
Hayward (B.A.) and the University of California 
at Berkeley (J.D.). He is married and resides in 
Bethesda, MD. He was born August 31, 1943, 
in Olympia, WA. 

Sherman Timothy Wapato, to serve for a term of 
2 years. He is executive director of the Colum- 
bia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission in Port- 
land, OR. He attended California State College. 
He is married, has three children, and resides 
in Portland, OR. He was born July 18, 1935, in 
Chicago, IL. 

William R. Wilkerson, to serve for a term of 2 
years. He is director of the Washington Depart- 
ment of Fisheries in Olympia, WA. He graduat- 
ed from the University of Washington (B.A., 
1968) and the University of Oregon (J.D., 
1971). He is married, has one child, and resides 
in Olympia, WA. He was born March 2, 1946, 
in Seattle, WA. 


Trade Barriers on Wine 





Letter to the Chairmen of the Senate 
Committee on Finance and the House 


Committee on Ways and Means. 
December 19, 1985 





Dear Mr. Chairman: 


I am submitting to you the country re- 
ports required by Title IX, Section 905(b), 
of the Trade and Tariff Act of 1984. These 
reports concern the trade barriers on wine 
that are maintained by Canada, Japan, 
Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, Korea, and 
Taiwan, countries previously identified by 
the U.S. Trade Representative. 


We have made progress in reducing or 
eliminating the trade barriers maintained 
by several of these countries. In particular, 
Taiwan has agreed to greatly improve 
market access for U.S. wines. The Japanese 
Government has agreed to further reduce 
its tariffs on wine. In all cases, we will con- 
tinue to work with the concerned Govern- 
ments to pursue the reduction or elimina- 
tion of the trade barriers to wine. I am 
optimistic that more progress can and will 
be made. 

Additionally, I would like to point out 
that three other countries not cited in the 
reports have taken action to liberalize their 
import restrictions on wine. Last winter, as 
part of our implementation of Title IX, we 
discussed our concerns about barriers to 
wine trade with the representatives of 
many countries. Since that time, the Philip- 
pines removed its ban on wine imports, Ja- 
maica eliminated its wine import licensing 
restrictions, and Switzerland opened its 
quota for bulk red wine imports to all coun- 
tries thereby providing access for US. 
products. 

As you will note in the enclosed reports, 
our wine exports face a number of barriers 
that impede trade but that are not necessar- 
ily inconsistent with existing international 
trade rules. Notably, several countries main- 
tain high tariff barriers. Under current law, 
I have no tariff-cutting authority to negoti- 
ate reductions in foreign tariffs, a problem 
that also confronts other U.S. exports. As I 
said in my speech of September 23 on 
international trade, this is an area where I 
look forward to working with the Congress 
to put into place legislation that will help us 
promote U.S. exports. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to Robert H. Dole, chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Finance, and Dan 
Rostenkowski, chairman of the House Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 
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Department of Education 





Nomination of Frances M. Norris To Be 
Assistant Secretary for Legislation and 
Public Affairs. December 20, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Frances M. Norris to be 
Assistant Secretary for Legislation and 
Public Affairs, Department of Education. 
She would succeed Anne Graham. 

Mrs. Norris is currently serving as Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Legislation at the 
Department of Education. Previously, she 
was Director for Legislative Education at 
the Department of Education in 1983; staff 
assistant in the office of the Republican 
Whip, Trent Lott, U.S. House of Represent- 
atives (1981-1983); staff assistant to Con- 
gressman Trent Lott, U.S. House Commit- 
tee on Rules, in 1979-1980; and legislative 
assistant to Congressman G.V. Montgomery 
in 1974-1978. 

She graduated from the University of Mis- 
sissippi (B.S., 1968) and the University of 
Kentucky (M.S.L.S., 1970). She is married 
and resides in McLean, VA. She was born 
March 27, 1946, in Jackson, MS. 


Amending the Generalized System of 
Preferences 





Proclamation 5423. December 20, 1985 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


1. Pursuant to section 502(b) of the Trade 
Act of 1974 (the Trade Act) (19 U.S.C. 
2462(b)), as amended, and section 604 of 
the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2483), I have de- 
termined that it is appropriate to provide 
for the termination of preferential treat- 
ment under the Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP) for articles which are 
currently eligible for such treatment and 
which are imported from Portugal. Such 
termination is the result of the accession of 
Portugal to the European Economic Com- 
munity. 
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2. Section 502(h) of the Trade Act speci- 
fies that member states of the European 
Economic Community are ineligible for 
such preferential treatment under the GSP. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, acting 
under the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and the statutes of the United 
States of America, including but not limited 
to sections 502(b) and 604 of the Trade Act, 
do proclaim that: 

(1) General headnote 3(eXv\A) to the 
Tariff Schedules of the United States 
(TSUS), listing those countries whose prod- 
ucts are eligible for benefits of the GSP, is 
amended by striking out “Portugal.” 

(2) No article the product of Portugal and 
imported into the United States after the 
effective date of this proclamation shall be 
eligible for preferential treatment under 
the GSP. 

(3) The modifications to the TSUS made 
by this proclamation shall be effective with 
respect to articles both: (1) imported on or 
after January 1, 1976, and (2) entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse for consump- 
tion, on or after January 1, 1986. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 20th day of December, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-five, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and tenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:08 a.m., December 23, 1985] 


Arts, Humanities, and Museums 
Amendments of 1985 





Statement on Signing S. 1264 Into Law. 
December 20, 1985 





I have today approved S. 1264, the “Arts, 
Humanities, and Museums Amendments of 
1985.” The main purpose of this legislation is 
to extend for 5 years the authorizations for 
the National Endowment for the Arts and 
the Humanities, which was proposed by the 





administration in legislation submitted to 
the Congress last April. 

S. 1264 also extends the authorizations for 
the Institute of Museum Services and con- 
tains another amendment to the Museum 
Services Act about which I wish to com- 
ment. Section 201 of the bill contains a 
clause stating that the National Museum 
Services Board “may not include, at any 
time, more than three members from a 
single State.” I have been advised by the 
Attorney General that this provision applies 
only to future appointments and that it 
does not require me, and could not consti- 
tutionally require me, to remove any of the 
present members of the Board in order to 
comply immediately with that clause. I shall 
be guided by that advice. 


Note: As enacted, S. 1264 is Public Law 99- 
194, approved December 20. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





December 16 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Republican Members of the House of 
Representatives at the Rayburn House 
Office Building to discuss tax reform legis- 
lation. 

Later in the afternoon, the President met 
with Mother Teresa in the Oval Office at 
the White House. 

In the evening, the President spoke by 
telephone with Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr., dis- 
cussing pending tax reform legislation. 


December 17 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—Republican Members of Congress, to 
discuss tax reform legislation. 
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In the afternoon, the President attended 
a farewell reception for Robert C. McFar- 
lane, Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs, in the Roosevelt Room at 
the White House. 

_In the evening, the President went to the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts to attend a performance of “Aren’t We 
All.” 

The White House announced that the 
President has designated Michael H. Arma- 
cost, Under Secretary of State for Political 
Affairs, to represent him at the funeral of 
former Philippine Foreign Minister, Carlos 
P. Romulo, in Manila on December 19. 


December 18 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—leading medical scientists, for lunch; 
—Secretary of State George P. Shultz, 
who reported on his recent 10-day Eu- 
ropean visit. 


December 19 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—the Domestic and Economic Policy 
Councils, in a joint session to discuss 
possible effects of antitrust laws on U.S. 
trade abroad and to be briefed on the 
impact of U.S. programs to combat 
AIDS. 

In the evening, the President attended 

the White House senior staff Christmas 
party in the Residence at the White House. 


December 20 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—Secretary of State George P. Shultz. 

The President attended a reception in 
the Roosevelt Room for Margaret M. Heck- 
ler, the new U.S. Ambassador to Ireland. 

The President participated in the swear- 
ing-in ceremony in the Roosevelt Room for 
Otis R. Bowen as Secretary of Health and 
Human Services. 

In the afternoon, the President left the 
White House for a weekend stay at Camp 
David, MD. Prior to his departure, the Presi- 
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dent was presented with a Christmas card 
signed by the citizens of Westminster, MD. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted December 18 


Daniel Oliver, 

of Connecticut, to be a Federal Trade Com- 
missioner for the unexpired term of 7 years 
from September 26, 1981, vice James C. 
Miller III. ‘ 


Joan M. Gubbins, 

of Indiana, to be a member of the National 
Council on Educational Research for a term 
expiring September 30, 1988 (reappoint- 
ment). 


Submitted December 19 


Paul H. Lamboley, 

of Nevada, to be a member of the interstate 
Commerce Commission for a term expiring 
December 31, 1989 (reappointment). 


Submitted December 20 


Frances M. Norris, 

of Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary for 
Legislation and Public Affairs, Department 
of Education, vice Anne Graham. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released December 16 


Advance text: 

Remarks at a memorial service in Ft. 
Campbell, KY, for victims of the 101st Air- 
borne who died in an airplane crash 
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Checklist—Continued 
Released December 20 


Statement: 

Consumer Price Index for November—by 
Larry M. Speakes, Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on revisions of the national 
income and product accounts—by Beryl W. 
Sprinkel, Chairman of the Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved December 13 } 


H.R. 3918 / Public Law 99-181 

An act to extend until December 18, 1985, 
the application of certain tobacco excise 
taxes, trade adjustment assistance, certain 
medicare reimbursement provisions, and 
borrowing authority under the railroad un- 
employment insurance program. 


H.R. 3919 / Public Law 99-182 

An act to extend temporarily the dairy 
price support program and certain food 
stamp program provisions, and for other 
purposes. 


Approved December 16 


SJ. Res. 238 / Public Law 99-183 

A joint resolution relating to the approval 
and implementation of the proposed agree- 
ment for nuclear cooperation between the 
United States and the People’s Republic of 
China. 


Approved December 17 


HJ. Res. 491 / Public Law 99-184 
A joint resolution making further continu- 
ing appropriations for fiscal year 1986. 


1 These acts were not received in time for 
inclusion in last week’s issue. 





Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved December 17—Continued 


S. 1639 / Public Law 99-185 
Gold Bullion Coin Act of 1985. 


Approved December 18 


S. 727 / Public Law 99-186 

An act to clarify the application of the 
Public Utility Holding Company Act of 
1935 to encourage cogeneration activities 
by gas utility holding company systems. 


S. 1116 / Public Law 99-187 

An act to amend the Act of October 15, 
1982, entitled “An Act to designate the 
Mary McLeod Bethune Council House in 
Washington, District of Columbia, as a na- 
tional historic site, and for other purposes.” 


HJ. Res. 485 / Public Law 99-188 
A joint resolution waiving the printing on 
parchment of enrolled bills and joint resolu- 
tions during the remainder of the first ses- 
sion of the Ninety-ninth Congress. 


H.R. 3981 / Public Law 99-189 

An act to extend until December 19, 1985, 
the application of certain tobacco excise 
taxes, trade adjustment assistance, certain 
medicare reimbursement provisions, and 
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Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved December 18—Continued 


borrowing authority under the railroad un- 
employment insurance program. 


Approved December 19 


HJ. Res. 465 / Public Law 99-190 

A joint resolution making further continu- 
ing appropriations for the fiscal year 1986, 
and for other purposes. 


H.R. 1789 / Public Law 99-191 

An act relating to the authorization of ap- 
propriations for certain components of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System. 


H.R. 3735 / Public Law 99-192 

An act to designate the pedestrian walkway 
crossing the Potomac River at Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park as the 
“Goodloe E. Byron Memorial Pedestrian 
Walkway”. 


HJ. Res. 424 / Public Law 99-193 
A joint resolution to designate the year of 
1986 as the “Year of the Flag”. 


Approved December 20 


S. 1264 / Public Law 99-194 
Arts, Humanities, and Museums Amend- 
ments of 1985. 
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